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Multiple Births in Canada.—During the ten-year period 1926-35, out of a 
total of 2,367,336 recorded confinements 28,685 or 1 in 82-5 were multiple confine­
ments. Of these 28,400 were twin and 283 were triplet confinements, while one, in 
British Columbia in 1931, was a quadruplet confinement from which all the children 
died within a few hours of birth. The remaining multiple confinement resulted in 
the birth of the Dionne Quintuplets (May 28, 1934). 

Table 4 shows the incidence of multiple births in each year from 1926 to 1935. 
In 1935 one in every 87 confinements was a twin confinement, a proportion which 
is fairly representative for the other years as well. There were only 34 triplet 
confinements in 1935. Of the children born alive or dead one in every 43 was the 
product of a multiple confinement. For children born ahve the proportion was one 
in 45 and for children stillborn one in 21. In the multiple confinements stillborn 
children formed 5-9 p.c. of the total births as against 2-8 p.c. in single confinements. 

i.—Live Births and Stillbirths Classified as Single and Multiple, by Sex, 1936-35. 
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116,851 

235,666 
121,082 
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4,397 
3,310 

7,619 
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4,130 
3,154 

3,887 
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4,154 
2,! 
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5,502 
2,754 
2,748 

5,480 
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1 Including 4 females born alive in a quadruplet confinement, 
all females, born alive. 
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2 Including Dionne quintuplets, 


